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Supporting World Missions 

On August 29, Chuck 
Whitlow and I joined five 
other deaf Christians from 
Kentucky on a seventeen 
day mission trip to Kiev, 
Ukraine. When Tim Bender, 
KBC representative to the 
North American Mission 
Board, first approached me 
about going, I must admit I 
was reluctant. Like Moses 
who questioned God’s 
choice of him to go to 
Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt, I had 
several reasons why I was 
not the right individual for 
this task. After all, God had 
given me the responsibility 
of shepherding the people of  
Bluegrass Deaf Mission 
here in Lexington. How 
could I leave my called 
place of service and go to 
another country to aid in a 
construction project? Also, 
this trip would mean raising 
my own support and 
entering a new culture and 
sign language atmosphere. 
Like Moses, I said, “O 
Lord, please send someone 
else to do it.” (Exodus 3:13) 

After much 
encouragement from my 
wife, Beth, to consider the 
trip, I decide to at least 
make an effort to go. God’s 
faithfulness began to show 
itself immediately. First, 
Tim assured me that it 
would be a good growth 
experience for the church to 
function without me for a 
short time and this would 
also give them the 
opportunity to be involved 
by supporting me in prayer. 

Next, the response to my 
request for support was 
awesome. I never imagined 
that this would happen so 
quickly, but God, again, was 
faithful. The last hurdle, the 
potential language barrier 
was also easily conquered 
by God. Not only did Oleg 
Stralkivskiy, the pastor of 
“Light of Hope,” the deaf 
church where we were 
going, know some 
American Sign Language, 
but all of the Ukrainian deaf 
Christians with which we 
came in contact were 
willing to aid us in 
communication and in any 
other needs that arose. As a 
matter of fact, I actually 
enjoyed studying the 
differences between the two 
languages. 

After having some 
sessions to study language 
differences and after a 
Sunday service at which I 

had been asked to preach, 
Monday began a week of 
construction projects by day 
and Bible discussions to 
expand our knowledge of 
the Ukrainian Sign 
Language by evening. 
During the week, we 
renovated a building used to 
house and train deaf people 

from many countries to 
minister to people who are 
deaf. Some of the tasks 
involved bathroom repairs, 
constructing a floor for the 
new dining room, enlarging 
the kitchen area, hanging 
drywall, painting and 
decorating, and pouring 

cement for an sidewalk in 
front of the building. 

During the second week 
those from Kentucky 
became the American 
delegation to the first World 
Congress of Deaf Baptists.  
At this conference deaf 
Christians were present 
from the Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Germany, 
Hungary, Moldavia, 
Romania, Russia, Thailand, 
the Ukraine and the United 
States. 

The entire experience 
was great! Thank you for 
your prayer and financial 
support and I encourage 
you, if God places an 
opportunity like this within 
your grasp, even if you have 
questions and concerns 
about your abilities like 
Moses, remember God’s 
response to him, “I will be 
with you.” (Exodus 3:12a) 

By Brian Cross, Pastor 
Bluegrass Deaf Mission 
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Church Family Information 

1- Beth Holmes Addington 
 Amy Walls 
2- Lorena Pratt 
3- Peggy Moore 
 Martha Proctor 
5- Virginia Smith 
6- Barbara Daugherty 
8- Matthew Rasor 
9- Don Burton 
10- Tony Thomas 
11- Blake Phillips 
12- Marilyn Lockhart 
13- Charlotte Woodward 
15- Jim Hyde 
16- Brandon Drake 
17- Elaine Spencer 
18- Artie Rookard 
19- Bryan Young 
20- Sam Taylor 
23- Bobbie Clay 
 Vanessa Pratt 
24- Susan Revo 
25- Clay Thornton 
 Chase Thornton 
27- Brett Waldrop 
28- Sheila King 
30- Lois Brown 

2- Tracy & Andy Hiatt 
12- Dimple & Stephen Hatfield 
20- Lallie & John Aguhob 
22- Shirley & Dan Tilford 
24- Roberta & Clyde Owens 
28- Leona & Howard Mayfield 

November Birthdays 

November Anniversaries 

What’s the Score: Music Ministry Update 
Forty five members of 
the Sanctuary Choir 
assembled on Friday and 
Saturday, October 24th 
and 25th for the third 
annual Christmas Choir 
Retreat. Our goal for this 
intensive five hours of 
rehearsal was to learn our 
Christmas musical 
Journey of Promises by 
Joseph Martin.  

We also spent “quality 
time” in fellowship. Each 
retreat features our choir 
members anonymously 
answering a silly 
question. This years’ 
query was, “What is the 
funniest thing that 
happened to you on a 
date?” The answers were 
quite humorous and 
helped us accrue 

information with which 
to blackmail one another. 

Our retreat concluded 
with a very intimate 
service of worship 
centering on the Lord’s 
Table. After our 
celebration of 
Communion, the choir 
gathered in a circle. Each 
member was encouraged 
to share whatever the 
Lord led them to say. 
Many of our singers 
disclosed the importance 
of belonging to such a 
warm family of believers. 

Our choir retreat was, 
by any measurement, a 
great success. One choir 
member said, “I know the 
Christmas music much 
better now.” While this 
was an important goal, I 

pray that a greater goal 
was also achieved: that 
our choir has grown 
closer to each other and 
to their Lord through the 
experience. 

Our choir officers did 
a fabulous job organizing 
the event. Marty Shaw, 
Claudia Thomas and 
Carolyn Mathis are to be 
commended for their fine 
work. 

Looking ahead, in 
January we will begin 
work on our music for 
Holy Week. If you have 
the gift of singing and 
you might enjoy taking 
part in our Spring Choir 
Retreat, please talk to me. 

By Carl Peters 

All Sunday School 
classes and church or-

ganizations are encouraged to prepare 
and deliver food baskets to needy fami-
lies. The names and addresses of these 
families are provided by the Elkhorn 
Baptist Association who certify that they 
are needy. The family information will 
be available by November 1. 

Each class or organization is re-
quested to prepare their basket (or box) 
and to deliver it themselves. If this is not 
possible, please give Alan Woodward, 
Ken Williams or another Benevolence 
Team member the name, address and 
phone number of the family. Baskets 
should be delivered the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving Day or whenever it is most 
convenient (for the family and you). 

An organizational meeting for those 
involved will be held at 5:30 pm on 
Wednesday, November 5 in the choir 
room. 

THANKSGIVING 
BASKETS 

FALL 
BACK 
11/2/08 
2:00am 

Welcome New Members 

Carl and Barbara Cox 

David and Fern Powers 
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By Ginny Sisk for the  
Woman’s Missionary Union 

WMU News 
What a beautiful and busy 
fall this has been. The 
financial world may be 
shaken while we struggle 
with a presidential election, 
but one thing is sure, God 
doesn’t change and He is 
still in control. With that 
assurance, let’s look to the 
future. 

By the time you get this 
the WMU of Anchor will 
have entertained the annual 
Elkhorn Baptist Association 
WMU meeting with a little 
brunch prior. Many thanks 
to our gracious women who 
baked food and gave their 
Saturday morning to be sure 
we made our guests felt 
welcome. A special thanks 
to Gus Kalos, Dee Dee 
Callis, Bobbie Clay and 
Ruth Waldrop for their 
music gifts. 

You can still join us at 

Immanuel Baptist to pray 
and observe the Baptist 
Women’s Day of Pray, 
Monday, November 3. How 
appropriate to pray  on the 
day before what may be the 
most important election in 
our lifetimes. Regardless of 
the outcome of the election, 
will you join me to pray for 
our newly elected leader 
and for the congress that 
will be elected? May God 
have mercy on us! 

We will meet November 
16 in the ARC for our 
scheduled monthly meeting. 
Plan to join us and be a part 
of what God is doing in our 
association. I want to invite 
you to join us in the EBA 
Toy Project. You’ll find 
receptacles in which to 
place these in the ARC. 

The deadline for turning 
in your Operation Christmas 

Child boxes is here. Have 
you made up your box? We 
many opportunities to work 
and share what from God’s 
blessings. 

We are $494 toward our 
World Hunger Offering goal 
of $2000. We will continue 
to receive this offering 
through November. 

November 30 through 
December 7 is our 
observance of the Week of 
Prayer for International 
Missions and the collection 
of the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. Pray 
with us about this. And on 
December 7, we’ll conclude 
our observance with a 
church-wide study of 
Venezuela led by Betty 
Kalos and many others. 

Be thinking what you 
are going to give Jesus for 
His birthday! 

The Kentucky Baptist Convention annual meeting will 
be held in three sessions (morning, afternoon, 
evening) Tuesday, November 11, Immanuel Baptist 
Church Lexington. All are welcome to attend! 
www.kybaptist.org/annualmeeting 

By Brian Lykins for the  
ARC Committee 

ARC Communiqué 
The Anchor Resource 
Center (ARC) Committee 
has been meeting regularly 
to finalize policies and plans 
to expand the hours the 
ARC will be open for minis-
try to church members and 
community guests. The 
ARC offers great opportuni-
ties to meet the ministry and 
activity needs for all age 
groups and provides unlim-
ited opportunities for 
outreach to the lost and 
those seeking a place of 
worship. 

As with all ministries, 
success will be realized as 
we follow God’s leading 
and volunteer to fill the 
need presented by this new 
ministry opportunity. In the 
coming days, you will hear 
more about how you can 
commit your time and talent 
to participate in the ARC 
ministry by staffing the 
ARC Greeting Center and 
participating in the general 
oversight of the facility 
when the ARC is open 
throughout the week. The 

expanded hours will go into 
effect as soon as staffing 
needs are met. 

I know you share the 
Committee’s excitement 
over launching this new 
ministry opportunity for 
outreach and in-reach and 
we look forward to sharing 
how your commitment will 
make this ministry a success 
to His glory. Thank you for 
your response and another 
opportunity to share the 
Christ. 



you goes 
out to the 
Youngs for 
bringing 
out their 
animals for 
us to 
enjoy; to 

Party 
Central 
for 
donating 
the 
inflatable slide, and to April 
Drake, Susan Smith and all 
of our volunteers who made 
this such a huge success. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Anchor Baptist Church 

Anchor 

Baptist 

C h urc h 
 

Paul Sisk, Senior Pastor 
Brian Cross, Pastor of the 

Bluegrass Deaf Mission 
Carl Peters, Associate Pastor - 

Music/Worship/Discipleship 
Mat Whitaker, Associate Pastor -  
 Youth/Children/Families 
Claire Vance, Accompanist 
Patty Wilson, Church Secretary 
Roy Tatum, Facilities Manager 
 

“Moorings” is a monthly 
publication by the members 
of Anchor Baptist Church to 
inform and encourage all who 
follow and support this 
ministry for Christ Jesus. 

A postage-free, electronic 
PDF version is available. If 
you prefer the e-format, 
send an e-mail to: 
info@anchorbaptistchurch.org 

Please help us avoid postage fees 
by sharing any address changes via 
email, or telephone 859-296-1214. 

“Goats, Alpacas, and Slides, Oh My!” 
For the first time in the 
history of Anchor Baptist 
Church, our yearly fall 

festival had live animals. 
And these animals didn’t 
have zipped up fur or 
painted-on whiskers. 
Beverly and Jess Young 
from Versailles, KY were 
kind enough to bring some 

of their friends to enjoy our 
fall festival. Oscar and 
Felix, two alpacas (not to be 

confused with llamas) 
and three pygmy 
goats were on site to 
romp and play with 
our kids and many 
guests. We also had a 
monstrous slide, back 
by 

popular 
demand, 
and plenty 
of chili to 
warm up 
cold bodies 
from the 
cool 
autumn air. 
Several people were even 
fortunate enough to win 
some fine deserts from the 
Cake Walk! I hope 
everyone enjoyed 
themselves. A special thank 

by Mat Whitaker 





Paul Sisk
Text Box
Go to www.anchorbaptistchurch.org and click calendar for details


