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 other, and the rest is history. I 
just love to tell the story! 
 It does not seem possible 
that Oakley will turn two on 
March 29. That day used to be 
my birthday as well. I am glad 
to defer that day to my 
grandson. And I am glad to 
tell anyone who will listen 
about his miraculous arrival 
on the day formally known as 
my birthday. I love to tell his 
story! 
 When I was seven years 
old, I had heard the Gospel 
preached many times. I had 
heard about sin and how it 
separates us from a 
relationship with God. I had 
heard that the wages of sin is 
death. I had heard about 
repenting, turning to Jesus, 
confessing my sin, asking for 
forgiveness, professing Jesus 
as Lord and believing in all 
He did to save me – His death, 
burial, resurrection and 
ascension. But I was relying 
on being a preacher’s kid, 

going to church every time the 
doors were open, being a 
Royal Ambassador, and being 
a pretty good kid. One day, my 
dad sat down and, again, told 
me the old, old story of Jesus 
and His love. It occurred to me 
that I was relying on the wrong 
things, namely, myself. I 
realized what I needed to do. 
The next Sunday, I went 
forward and professed my 
faith in Christ. I love to tell 
that story! 
 What stories do you love 
to tell? Over the next few 
months, we will be equipping 
the Anchor family to tell the 
Story of God’s redemptive acts 
on our behalf. As we become 
more familiar with the Gospel 
Story, our prayer is that we 
will all love to tell the story 
and that we will tell that story 
to every family in every home 
in our zip code. We’ve a story 
to tell. I love to tell the Story – 
how about you? 
 

By Carl Peters 
Senior Pastor 

By Daulton Peters 
Youth Ministry 

Youth Ministry 

I Love to Tell the Story 
In 1987, I was brought on 
the staff at Edgewood Baptist 
Church as their minister of 
music. At 22 years of age, I 
was entrusted with developing 
the music ministry for this 
wonderful church. When I 
met with the youth choir for 
the first time, a beautiful 
young lady caught my eye. Of 
course, I am speaking of 
Renee’. I had to wait two 
years, until after she was out 
of high school, to ask her for 
a date. When I asked her if 
she would consider dating one 
of her pastors, I could see her 
thought process as she 
considered each pastor to 
determine who I meant. Our 
senior pastor was married. 
Our youth pastor was married. 
That left me. When it dawned 
on her what I meant, her 
reaction was priceless. She 
said, “Do you mean you? I 
think of you as kind of a 
teacher.” Despite the initial 
set back, we began to see each 

Hello everyone! I hope 
you are having a great 
start to the new year! Our 
youth group had a 
successful first event and 
I am hoping that we can 
continue to get together! 
We were able to get 
groceries for 5 families 
this month. I want to 
continue doing a ministry 
like this in the future. 
This month our service 
project was sponsored by 
Thrivent which is a faith 
based financial company. 

They provided funds to buy 
the groceries that we 
handed out. I am looking 
forward to February and 
Valentine’s 
this year. I am 
sad that we 
cannot have 
our usual cake 
auction and 
banquet, but I 
am hoping 
that we can still raise some 
money for the youth and 
future events. I am eager to 
resume in person meetings 

and I am hoping that we will 
have good participation 
when we can meet in person 
again. I pray that this year is 

a good year for our 
church and our youth 
ministry. Please pray for 
our youth as there have 
been many challenges. 
Thank you for your 
support and continued 
prayers.  
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Church Family Information—February 
Birthdays: 
1 Martha Jo Holbrook 
 Neville Lyons 
2 Jackie Littrell 
6 Linda Weddington 
8 Abigail Ross 
9 Don Adams 
10 T Harris 
14 Kayleigh Jennings 
 Caleb Landolt 
17 Sam Tipton 
18 Kathy Day 
21 Lori Drake 
 Daniel Landolt  

22 Meredith Burns 
24 Karen Covington 
 Greg Ruber 
 Annette Wagoner 
26 Cynthia Riddell 
27 Nanette Steele 
28 Claudia Thomas 
 
Anniversaries: 
19 Neville & Pamlia Lyons 
21 Larry & Sandy Fite 
27 Larry & Nancy Etherton 

Please contact the church office if your 
Birthday or Anniversary has been 
missed. We would like to acknowledge 
all of our members’ special occasions! 

Children’s Ministry 

Thank you, church, for 
praying for the children of 
Anchor and their families. 
I am certain that your 
prayers have made a 
positive impact for the 
Kingdom. Thank you also 
for praying for me as you 
have, and for being such 
an important part of my 
personal Christian walk. 
You have no idea how 
much I have learned from 
you and how much I 
appreciate that each of you 
models a specific unique 
method of living out your 
Christian faith. YOU are a 
joy. 
 I tell you this because I 
have to resign the position 
of Director of Children’s 
Ministry. I cherish the time 
I’ve gotten to spend with 
you – again – and will 
keep you in my heart like I 
would keep a precious 

note in my Bible; folded 
nicely, tucked in its 
assigned place marking 
my favorite verse; to 
access it whenever I want 
to. I hope I am able to 
access those wonderful 
memories of you, 
brothers and sisters, 
whenever I want to in 
years to come.  
 Understand that 
although COVID has 
much to do with this, it’s 
not all to blame. It just 
simply brought to light 
some issues in my family 
and in myself that must 
be addressed, and that 
cannot wait. I’ve had to 
re-prioritize. While 
ministering to the 
children at church is 
extremely important to 
me, my own children and 
family have to come 
first. When I first began 

as Director of Children’s 
Ministry at Anchor, my 
own children attended 
school full time, and got 
to attend church every 
Sunday – albeit, a 
different church. I took on 
the part-time position 
because I am passionate 
about reaching children 
with the WORD and 
helping them to know 
Christ and form their own 
relationships with Him. 
And I thought I’d have 
the time to devote to this.  
 With COVID, all that 
changed. I was spending 
many, many hours a week 
on Anchor’s children, and 
minimal hours on my 
own. I thought it would 
all balance out eventually, 
and kept on plugging 
away. Around November, 
my own family’s needs 
had already begun to take 
precedence. I wasn’t able 

Mark you calendar now for March 6 or 20 for 
Evangelism training. April 3 first outreach event! 

Jeremy Dawson 
Joined 1-17-21 

Jeremiah Noel 
Joined 1-17-21 

by Cindy Hoover 

Continued on pg. 3 
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By Sara Sutton, on behalf  of 
the Women’s Missionary 

Union 

WMU News– Missions Update 

February is upon us. 
Traditionally we think of the 
month of February as the 
month of Love. When you 
were young you may have 
decorated shoe boxes to 
receive your Valentines in at 
the school party.  Even now 
you may be thinking about 
who you need to purchase a 
Valentine’s card for; that 
special someone, grand 
children, friends, and other 
important people in your 
life. We want to let these 
people know they are loved 
and thought of.   
    Unfortunately many 
people’s lives are such they 
don’t feel the love of others 
very often. Many of us 
know this but don’t actively 
take the steps to do 
something to help others 
and show them that they are 
loved by Christ and their 
lives do matter. 
    Robert and Leslie Littrell 

have actually taken steps to 
let others know that we all 
are important. In 2009 they 
founded the Six Treasures 
Ministries, a Christ 
centered non-profit 
organization that seeks to 
foster life-giving relations 
with the homeless and 
poor. The Iron Bridge 
Workshop 
(IBW) is a 
project that 
developed from 
the Six 
Treasures 
Ministries. 
IBW first 
began in the small 
basement workshop of 
Robert and Leslie’s home 
in Lexington. From there it 
has grown and over the 
years, many Lexington 
area homeless men have 
helped build cabinets, 
cutting boards, cheese 
trays, picture frames, key 

racks, table tops and 
bookcases.  During weekly 
workshop times, IBW 
creates opportunities for 
participants and volunteers 
to build mutually positive 
relationships in the context 
of creative, meaningful 
work. 
     Our February Women on 

Mission meeting 
will be held 
February 21st at 
2:30 in the church 
sanctuary.  At this 
meeting Leslie 
Littrell will speak 
about she and her 
husband Robert’s 

work with the Six Treasures 
Ministries and in particular 
about the Iron Bridge 
Workshop. Our meeting will 
be socially distanced and we 
will have “Take Home 
Goody Bags”. We hope you 
can join us on Feb. 21st.   
 

to do the tasks I had 
previously done for 
Anchor and its families. 
Ridden with guilt, I knew 
something had to give. 
But I didn’t want to admit 
the reality that I might 
have to officially give up 
the ministry position. By 
2021, I was made 
painfully aware that not 
only my children and 
husband were suffering, 
but I was too. While I 
don’t buy into all of the 
psycho-babble hulla-
baloo, I do subscribe to 
the idea that one can need 
extra help every once in a 
while. This is my once-in-
a-while time. I simply 
need time to pick up the 
pieces of myself that have 

shattered or fallen away 
somewhere over the years.  
 I am also saddened at 
this timing, because I can 
feel a new energy at 
Anchor. Something 
unknown but big is 
budding out of this dark 
time, like a sprout out of 
dark soil. Maybe it will be 
a slow steady growth.  
Maybe not. Maybe it will 
come with a sudden 
hurricanic Force! I feel it. 
Can you?  
 Whatever it is, and 
whatever happens, know 
that I’ll be praying for you 
there; with me here. We 
are together in Spirit, 
aren’t we? We are one in 
Him. Thanks be to God! 
 

Children’s Ministry (cont’d) by Cindy Hoover 

Cindy, You will be missed! 
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Media News 
We are coming up on a 
season again that has a lot to 
do with gifts. Valentine’s 
day. We just came out of a 
season of gift giving at 
Christmas. We all are 
probably still paying our 
credit cards off at this point. 
Now we narrow our gift 
giving to the ONE we love. 
The special one in our life. 
For some of us that is a 
girlfriend or boyfriend as 
teens or adults. For some of 
us a spouse. Others may give 
to mom or dad or a family 
member. I looked up the 
definition of GIFTS. A gift 
is a thing given willingly to 
someone without payment; a 
present. 
  You all know members 
Bart and Cathy Akers here at 
church. They are gift givers 
and servants. Bart and 
Cathy’s love language is 
cooking and baking. Bart has 
made me a huge thing of 
deer chili that was great. Ate 
it all. Bart has made me big, 
huge biscuits from the land 
of milk and honey and 
brought them to me one 
recent Sunday morning. 
They also got me a 
wonderful huge cake for 

Christmas,  then last week 
after church Bart hands me 
another cake from a 
Lexington bakery. We got 
gifts during Christmas too. 
Gift cards to eat out. Gift 
cards to Kroger. Wow!  What 
a blessing to us and our 
family.   
 Janie Powell sent 
Jonathan, our recent graduate 
son from Asbury University, a 
very nice gift in the mail. My 
sister, Tammy, living in 
Texas now for years sent 
Jonathan a graduation gift too. 
Aren’t gifts a great surprise?  
Just lifts your soul to get a gift 
and makes you feel loved.  I 
have never had anyone give 
me a gift and then send me a 
bill the next week. You see 
gifts are free. We of course 
always say thank you and 
most write thank you cards 
for the gift.  
 All of what I just said 
relates to Jesus and his gift to 
us.  His life, His love. He 
gave his life free for us as a 
gift. He loved us enough to 
die for us. Love is defined as 
a great interest and pleasure in 
something.  Wow. Jesus had a 
great interest in us, God’s 
children.  He took pleasure in 
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dying for us on a Cross.  
Imagine that. Jesus Christ took 
pleasure in dying. Wow.  Jesus 
didn’t stay dead though. He 
rose from the dead and lives 
again forever at the right hand 
of God the Father.  In closing, 
do we ever ask for a gift?  
Maybe at Christmas when 
someone says, “what do you 
want”.  Most of the time we 
don’t have to ask for a gift. 
Jesus gift of dying for us on a 
cross is totally free.  Anyone 
can get it and receive it. This 
gift from Jesus does require 
that you ASK for something 
though. Jesus requirement is 
that we repent and turn from 
our wicked ways and ask Him 
into our heart believing in Him 
as Lord and Savior.You do 
have to ASK for the gift of 
eternal salvation through Jesus 
Christ. It is certainly a 
requirement. Romans 10:9 
tells us this. If you declare 
with your mouth, "Jesus is 
Lord," and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 
That my friends is a gift that 
no one else can give you this 
Valentine’s day.  The gift of 
eternal life and living forever 
with Him.   

By Phil Jackson 
Music and Media 


