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The Word of God Increased

It happened again!
While reading a familiar
passage of scripture, a
phrase jumped off the
page at me. I had read it
many times, but this
time it seemed
amplified, magnified,
and intensified. Acts 6:7
says, “and the Word of
God continued to
increase, and the
number of disciples
multiplied greatly in
Jerusalem...” I looked
at it again. “The Word
of God continued to
increase.” What does
that mean? Did the
fledgling Church in
Jerusalem receive a
shipment of pocket-
sized New Testaments?
Is that what, “The Word
increased,” meant? No,
the first book of the
New Testament had not
been written yet and
wouldn’t be for several
decades. Perhaps they
found a cave full of Old
Testament scrolls and
passed them out?
Nothing like that
happened until the
twentieth century in

Qumran. Well, what
did Luke mean?

In Acts 6, a
problem had arisen.
The Greek speaking
Christians were
concerned that their
widows were being
neglected by the
Hebrew speaking
Christians in the daily
distribution of food.
What was the solution?
To appoint spiritually
qualified men to “serve
at tables.” This allowed
the Apostles to
prioritize their principle
calling — the Ministry
of the Word. Some
have taken this to mean
that only the Apostles,
and by extension,
pastors are called to
declare God’s Word.
That is a mistake. The
Apostles declared the
Word of God to the
people of God,
equipping them to go
forth and do the same.

Therein lies the
answer to my question,
“What did Luke mean
when he wrote, ‘The
Word of God continued

to increase...””? The
Apostles were to be a
catalyst for the people of
the Church going out to
“gossip the Gospel.”
And, what was the
result? “The number of
disciples multiplied
greatly in Jerusalem.”

One final piece of
evidence for this is found
in Stephen, one of the
new “Deacons”
appointed to “serve
tables.” One chapter later,
Stephen is preaching in
before the High Priest.
His presentation of the
Gospel is powerful,
penetrating, and painful
to the religious leaders.
Because of his
faithfulness to share the
Word, Stephen became
the first Martyr of the
Early Church. We are
still talking about and
honoring him today! This
is how the Word of God
increased. The people
went forth to share the
Word, and the Church
increased greatly. This is
a perfect picture of the
Gospel to Every Heart in
action!
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Church Family Information—May

Birthdays: Anniversaries:

4 Nelson Hager 17 Greg & Karen Ruber

5 Mary Cook 22 Gary & Marty Shaw

7  Gary Shaw 23 Don & Madonna Burton

10 Damien Hart
12 Rachel Henkle
14 Karen Susco
17 Bethany Ross
18 John Webb

19 Jeanie Covington Please contact the church
Wes Sargent office if your Birthday or
21 Stephen Hatfield Anniversary has been
Elizabeth SHhuman missed. We would like to 2 P
22 Connie Wooten acknowledge all of our
27 Lynne Johnson members’ special
28 Madelyn Quillen occasions! > .
Kenneth Wells Z5 ‘,: ) /3]

29 Fern Powers

Anchor Seniors are invited to attend
@] Woodford Theatre’s performance of
THE MUSIC MAN on Sunday, June 4
at 2:00 p.m. matinee. To purchase tick-
ets call the ticket office, (859) 873-0648

and mention Anchor Baptist Church. BIBLE SCHOOL
Tickets are $25 each. Please reserve JUNE 26-30

your ticket ASAP. 5:00- 8:00 P.M.

LS

Baby Bottle Blessings—Assurance for Life

Assurance is a women saved to Christ
specialized health clinic and 128 seeds of

and a 501(c)3 nonprofit Christianity sown.
organization fully Anchor Baptist
supported through the Church will be
generosity of donors, collecting baby bottles
churches, businesses, and  from Mother’s Day to
other community Father’s Day. FILL A

partners. Your donation BOTTLE with change,
helps us provide FREE cash, or checks.
medical services,
emotional support, and
practical help to
individuals facing
unplanned and often
crisis pregnancies. Many
of our clients are
considering abortion. We
also minister to those
struggling from abortions
in their past.

In 2022 Assurance
saved 129 babies lives, 2
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Discover the Joy of Missions

WMU News- Missions

"The word “mission” has
been defined as “an
important goal or purpose
that is accomplished by
strong conviction”. In our
lives we have many
opportunities to be on a
mission. In this
month of May
we celebrate two
important days---

--Mother’s Day HapW
on May 14, 2023 B
and Memorial She

Day on May 29, 2023.
Each of these
days celebrate
people who are
on a “mission”.
Goodreads.com
states that “the
fundamental mission of
motherhood now

is the same as it always
was: to nurture, protect,
and instruct children, to
create a home
environment that enables
them to learn and grow, to

\| MEMORIAL DAY

meaningfully.” What an
important goal/purpose a
mother has!!!

On Memorial Day we
honor those men and
women in the military
service who have died in

service to our country.

g‘y@ln) The roots of this

‘ holiday date back to the
2,

"?K, e

post-Civil War era.

women certainly had a

goal and very strong

conviction as they
performed their duties.

Both of the above

groups of people have
definitive “missions” in
their lives. Perhaps the
first thing you think of
when you hear the word
“mission” are things
related to being on a
mission for the Lord. We
are very much aware that
we have missionaries that
are on “mission” at the
local, state, national, and

J These honored men and

help them develop a heart international level. We
for God and his purposes, take up offerings

and to send them out into throughout the year to
the world prepared to live support each of these
both fully and groups.

CKNB WMU Scholarship

"The Elkhorn Woman's scholarship is not
Missionary Union of renewable, but is open to
Central Kentucky freshmen and

Network of Baptists is upperclassmen, The

offering several
scholarships to deserving
students who are active
members of Baptist
churches in Central
Kentucky Network of
Baptists. One half of the
scholarship is to be paid at
the beginning of each
semester to the college or
university student. The

applicant must be single;

or if married, the applicant

must be going into full-
time Christian Service.
Applicant must not be a
member of a sorority or
fraternity.

The selection shall be
made by the Scholarship
Committee of the Elkhorn
WMU upon the receipt of

GenSend is a program
though the North
American Mission Board
which gives college
students the chance to
have real life missions
experience. Our own
former member of
Anchor, Alana Jorgensen
will be spending her
summer in Boston on
“mission”. On May 21 at
2:30 in the ARC at our
monthly WMU meeting
Alana will be sharing her
heart for missions and
how the Lord has
led her to want to be a
missionary through this
program, her school
(Boyce College), and the
local church.

“Then I heard the
voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I.
Send me!” Isaiah 6:8
Please join us on May 21
st at 2:30 to hear how
Alana is responding to the
voice of the Lord.

three (3) letters of
recommendation, the
applicant's personal letter,
the completed grade sheet

within the fully completed

five pages of the
Application for
Scholarship. Applicant
must have been accepted
by the school of his/her
choice. Incomplete
applications will not be
considered. Applications

are available in the church

office.

Page 3

By Sara Sutton on
behalf of WMU

REMEMBER OUR
Missionaries
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Media News

X have some important
news to share with you
about our Anchor
Church Facebook
account. We are now
using ONLY our
Anchor Baptist Church
Facebook PAGE. We
have had a PAGE and a
GROUP under the name
of Anchor Baptist
Church. In

short we really only
need a PAGE. Turns out
that the Facebook
GROUPS have

been susceptible to
phishing and virus/
malware if our public
members were to

open certain phishing
messages using
Facebook messenger
with our Facebook
GROUP. Our Facebook
GROUP was a public

GROUP with members
to try to reach
unbelievers and for our
church members to use
to watch our streaming
videos

live. It was linked to our
PAGE. Not anymore.
Since it was a “public”
GROUP this makes it
prime for these phishing
messages being sent to
those in our GROUP
from all over the world
from people we just
don’t know or can trust
always. For this reason I
have cancelled our
Anchor Baptist Church
GROUP and will only be
using our Anchor Baptist
Church PAGE from now
on. On our PAGE you
can go and view
streaming videos live
and see all the past

Anchor
“*lb"
Church

videos we have
streamed. Nothing

has changed there. There
is no risk at all for you
to go to our PAGE all
the time to watch our
streaming videos. I also
will continue to share
messages and info that
are important on our
Facebook PAGE. For
Example .....our Easter
Service info and

VBS info, etc. I just
wanted you all to be
aware we no longer have
a Anchor Baptist Church
GROUP on Facebook
but rather ONLY a
Facebook PAGE. Go to
www.facebook.com/
AnchorLexington just
like you always have in
the past to our

Facebook PAGE. The
symbol will always look
like this:

Anchor Baptist Church
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