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The Appeal and Power of a Welcoming Church

Have you noticed that
Anchor is growing? We
have seen new members
joining and the baptismal
waters stirring! We have
also seen growth in our
cultural diversity. We are
more like heaven than we
ever have been! [ am
grateful that we are a
welcoming and hospitable
church!

From her inception at
Pentecost, we have seen
the appeal and power of a
welcoming church. Acts
2:42-47 gives us a glimpse
of this phenomenon. We
read that, ...all who
believed were together and
had all things in common.
And day by day [they
were] praising God and
having favor with all the
people. And the Lord
added to their number
daily those who were
being saved. In those days,
many were being baptized
and added to the church.
Oh, that we might
experience that kind of
dynamic growth! What
can we learn from that
fledgling flock of
believers?

First, notice that all
who believed were
TOGETHER and had all
things in common. What a
beautiful picture of unity.
As we consider the
Anchor family, does this
describe us? Let’s face it,

we live in a world that is
incredibly polarized.
This breakdown of unity
is not limited to the
world. Churches are also
experiencing disunity and
self-interest like few other
times in history. What
should we do to overcome
fracture and dysfunction?
We must recognize and
embrace that which unites
us. We are bound together
by the Holy Spirit that
dwells within us. We are
brought together to fulfill
God’s purposes for us —
namely to be God’s
worshippers and to carry
on Christ’s ministry in the
world. This is the
transcendent cause that
supersedes every
difference we might have.
If we want to grow as
they did in Acts 2, we
must rediscover what
makes us one. Paul
commended to us that
there should be no
division among us. Jesus
prayed that we should be
one as He and the Father
are one. Growth begins
with believers
gathering in unity.
Second, notice that
they were committed to
worshipping God and
welcoming the world.
Day by day they were
praising God, and they
had favor with
all the people! This is a
vital truth that we must

not miss. They did not
allow their worship to
develop within them an
exclusive or country club
mindset. Instead, their
worship propelled them into
the world to connect with
those outside their faith
family. They did not erect
barriers behind which to
hide, but went out to build
bridges whereby people
wandering in lostness could
be found and brought home.
Oh, that we might see
worship, not as an island of
personal preference, but as
a foretaste of glory divine,
where we praise God for
His greatness, thank Jesus
for the cross, and ask the
Holy Spirit to help us renew
our covenant commitment.
There is no room in this
worship for selfishness.
Instead, we remember
Jesus’ once and for all
sacrifice and present
ourselves to Him as a living
sacrifice.

Finally, what was the
result of their unity, their
worship, and their
welcoming of the lost
world? God added to their
number daily those who
were being saved! This is
the image of engagement
that we need. Read Acts
2:38-47 and consider what
we must do to experience
the appeal and power of the
welcoming church.




Page 2 August 2023
Church Family Information—August
0

Birthdays: ) 0
3 Kim Damron 31 Ron Cox (4
5 Mike Alt Gabriella Roach

Nancy Etherton Sandra Roberts
7  Barbara Alt
8  Phileena Boggess Anniversaries:
11 Richard Am%sgtrong 6 Matt & Ronda Irgang Dead to'sin. Raised to lfe. Welcome
13 Nadine Goble 8  Chuck & Vickie Whitlow New Members
14 Carolyn Edwards 11 John & Jane Culler

Sandy Fite 17 Robert & Carol Hayes

Jeanette Jones 18 Don & Jenny Adams
16 Sylvia Alloway 22 Bart & Barbara Daugherty
17 Barbara Harmon 23 Don & Deborah Kelley

George Ragland Shane & Diane Smith
18 Barbara Cox 26 Nelson & Sue Hager
20 Chris Covington 27 Danny & Linda Patrick _
25 Bart Daughterty 29 Wesson & Madeline Sargent | o il

William Hopkins 31 Bill & Barbara Alt /j .
26 Pamela Cooper ’,’/ i l“
29 Ron Cunningham

Ira Landolt

Please contact the church office if
your Birthday or Anniversary has
been missed. We would like to
acknowledge all of our members’
special occasions!

Sunday, Auguét 6
5:00-8:00 p.m.
In the ARC Building

Food will be provided

For our children, youth and their
families

Colton McCrady

July 2, 2023 Joined July 16,2023

Kathleen Stanley
Courtney Stanly

W

PASTOR
APPRESQAT\ON

Please mark your calendar
now for Sunday, October 1.
il We will celebrate Dr. Carl

luncheon immediately
i8¢ following worship.

We hope you will come and fellowship
with us on that day!
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Discover the Joy of Missions

WMU News- Missions

XK entucky Changers is
a group within the
Kentucky Baptist
Association. The group
offers opportunities for
adults, teens and kids to
be involved in Mission
Work and truly make a
difference in people’s
lives. Joe Ball is the
Missions Strategist with
the KBA in charge of
“Kentucky Changers”.
On Sunday, August
20 at 2:30 Joe Ball will
be the speaker for our
WMU meeting. We will
meet in the ARC.
Everyone is invited to
attend the meeting. Joe
will be at Anchor in the
morning for our church
service and as part of
the service will present
a very brief review of
what Kentucky
Changers is all about.
For a more in-depth
description of the work
of Kentucky Changers
please plan to attend our

WMU meeting that
afternoon. Adult
Kentucky Changers is an
intentional service and
hands-on missions
experience that helps
adults put their faith into
action. The adults serve
for a weekend as they
meet real needs, build
meaningful relationships,
and grow as followers of
Jesus.

Sept. 20-23, 2023 a
group of Adult Kentucky
Changers will be
working at
Shafer Baptist
Camp in
Pellville, KY
(near
Owensboro).
While there they
will be working
with dry wall,
moving, building
walls, painting, general
cleaning and
landscaping. The event
begins after supper on
Wednesday, Sept. 20
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with a devotional and
concludes after lunch on
Saturday Sept. 23.
Anchor Baptist
Church will be
participating in this
activity at Shafer
Baptist Camp. If
you are interested in
participating please
contact Sherry Browne
for more information.
Requirements for
attending are: A Servant
heart, positive attitude,
and flexibility.
The Bible has much
to say about serving
others. 1 Peter 4:10
says “As each has
received a gift, use
it to serve one
another, as good
stewards of God’s
varied grace.”
Hope to see you at
our August 20 WMU
Meeting!

by Sara Sutton on
behalf of WMU

Attention those planning or considering to participate in the
upcoming KYChangers mission project, there will be a meeting on
Monday, August 14, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the ARC to review plans.
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Media News

A ugust is here. Hard to
believe. It’s been a great
summer so far at Anchor
Baptist. We had a great
VBS in June and the
youth had a great swim
party at Pastor Carl’s
house in July.
Attendance has picked
up this summer in our
11 a.m. worship service.
Our streaming video is
averaging about 11
views on Sunday
morning as well. Praise
the Lord that people are
coming back to church.
That is a great thing!
Our streaming video
is a great tool for those
who cannot come to
worship or are out of
town. It’s also great for
people to see our
worship service anytime
so they can check us out
before they come.
The great news is our
attendance from our
members is growing

each week and we are
getting new folks
visiting our church. Keep
up the great work of
inviting your neighbors,
friends and family to
worship

with us.

As we continue to
make it priority to come
back to church early
August is the time our
kids “go back” to school.
Three of us also go back
to driving a school
bus 6-8 hours a day. I
personally drive at
Wilmore Elementary and
West Jessamine Middle/
High School. I have a
great route half full of
Ukrainian children/teens
and country kids. I pray
that God will continue to
use me with these
students to love on them
and show them the love
of Jesus Christ. We are
the first thing they see in
the morning and the last

thing they see going
home. Larry and Todd
who attend Anchor
Baptist also drive a
school bus in Jessamine
County. 180 days. It’s a
long year. Please pray
for us this year as we
start back to driving
safely.

In closing, if you
need any help with our
hearing devices in
the sanctuary for our
worship services, please
let me know. So far they
seem to be working just
fine for everyone and at
a good level. If you need
your own personal
headphones to keep and
use from week to week,
I can pick them up for
you from the Jessamine
County library for one
dollar. Let’s have a great
August as we all
continue to come back
to worship and serve the
Lord.

By Phil Jackson
Music and Media Pastor
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