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| Want To Go Home
O the last day of “I wanna go home.” in the land of promise, as

October, I find myself in
California. Having just
led a spiritual retreat for
the Epiclesis Church in
Sacramento, I am
spending a few
additional days with my
dead friend, Dr. Chris
Alford before returning
home on Thursday. On
Wednesday I hope to
see my former church
family at First Baptist
Church of Grass

Valley. This has been
and continues to be an
amazing visit to the
Golden State and

I cherish every moment
with my dear friends
here. However, I can’t
help but resonate with
the Michael Buble’ song
which says, “I wanna go
home.”

As November
arrives, our hearts turn
to thoughts of
Thanksgiving. Again, |
think about going home
to share this special
family feast. Precious
memories transport
me in heart and mind to
my grandparents’ dining
room in Middlesboro, or
to my parent’s old house
and their dining room in
Hillsdale, Michigan. At
times like this,

When my mother
was brought from the
hospital back to my
parents’ apartment
across from Anchor,
they wheeled her into
the living room in a
hospice bed. She
was released from the
hospital under palliative
and hospice care. They
had lived in that
apartment only a few
months, then she fell.
Her next few months
included hospitals and
rehab facilities. As the
bed came to a rest in
that apartment, |
leaned down to kiss her
and whispered, “Mom,
you are finally home.”
She looked up and with
absolute clarity said,
“Not quite.” She
wanted to go home — to
her ultimate home a
place prepared for her.

This was true for
Abraham as well.
Hebrews 11:8-10 says,
By faith Abraham
obeyed when he was
called to go out to a
place that he was to
receive as an
inheritance. And he
went out, not knowing
where he was going. By
faith he went to live

in a foreign land, living
in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, heirs with him of
the same promise. For he
was looking forward
to the city that has
foundations, whose
designer and builder is
God. Even though
Abraham didn’t know
exactly what was in store,
he knew that his true
home was ahead. It
was a place designed and
built by God. The
Promised Land for
Abraham is a shadow of
what lay ahead for us.
You see, the city we
are looking for is the
New Jerusalem, the
heavenly Mount Zion. As
I get older, my heart is
turning more and more to
this heavenly dwelling,
and more and more, “I
want to go home.”
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Church Family Information—November

Birthdays:

3

6

10
16

Peggy Moore
Martha Proctor
Cynthis Arbra
Toni Bennett
Barbara Daugherty
Linda Ansu

Jim Atherton

Lily Broome

Don Burton

Elisha Dartey

Matt Irgang
Nicholas Lancianese
Tony Thomas
Leea McCrady
Alice Simmons
Reba Stacy

OUTLAW HAYES

20
27
28
29
30

Anniversaries:
2 Andy & Tracy Hiatt

12

¥

Larry Daulton
Shane Smith
Patricia Oakes
Gracia Roach
Wally Ratliff

Stephen & Dimple Hatfield

L[
WELCOME

New Members

Chili Served!
Carol Hayes

Gabriella Roach
October 15, 2023

Brenda Caywood

October 8, 2023

Marsha Young
October 15, 2023

\

Clowning Around!
Lois & Bryan Bishop (?)

LET’S EAT!

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE
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Discover the Joy of Missions

WMU News- Missions

Xt is November, Fall is in
full swing and
Thanksgiving is just
around the corner. Often
we get so caught up in
making plans and
preparations for
Thanksgiving food and
festivities that we just
might forget for a moment
what it is really all about.

In 1621 a harvest
feast was shared by the
Native Americans and the
pilgrims to toast the
success of the early
colonial settlement. This
meal was held in
Plymouth, Massachusetts.
On October 3, 1863
President Lincoln
proclaimed a national day
of thanksgiving to be
celebrated on Thursday,
November 26. In 1941
President Roosevelt
signed a resolution
establishing the 4th
Thursday in November as
the Federal Thanksgiving
Day Holiday.

In the Bible, thanksgiving
means devotion, sacrifice,
praise or an offering.
Thanksgiving is meant to
glorify God as an act of
worship, giving thanks for
all things as part of God’s
caring provision for His
people.

What do you think of
when “Thanksgiving”
comes around? At our
house before we sit down
to Thanksgiving dinner
everyone writes down at
least one thing they are
thankful for from the past
year. We fold up the papers
and then while we are
eating draw them out and
read them. We all try to
guess who wrote the
particular thing listed.
Things written can be very
variable from such things
as good health, family and
friends and our Savior
Jesus Christ. I remember
the year my son was in
Afghanistan my daughter-
in-law wrote down a “cell

phone” she could use to
talk to him all the way
around the world.

Each of us
undoubtedly have many
different things we are
blessed with and thankful
for, be they small or very
large. Each thing in its
own way is important to
us. When thinking about
writing this the words to
“Count Your Blessings”
kept coming to me. It
really is one of my
favorite hymns and was
written by Johnson
Oatman in 1897. The song
was originally written as a
song for youth, its
message is simple and
clear. The best way to
fight discouragement is to
look for the blessings of
life. Perhaps as you read
the following words to the
1 st verse and chorus of
“Count Your Blessings”
the tune will stay with you
and give you a true feeling
of Christ’s Love for You!

When upon life’s highways you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings; name them one by one
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.

(Chorus)

Count your blessings, Name them one by one.
Count your blessings; See what God hath done.
Count you blessings; Name them one by one.
Count you many blessings; See what God hath done.
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by Sara Sutton on
behalf of WMU
Missions

WMU is collecting toys

For the men and women

of the Hope Center who
have children and need
help with presents for
them this year. Please

bring to the church ASAP.
See Lois Bishop for
details.
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Super Hero? Oakley?

Games and Prizes!

Phil Jackson, Sandy Fite

TRUNK OR TREAT IMPROVISED
FOR THE COLD WEATHER!

ANCHOR BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Carl Peters—Senior Pastor
Rev. Phil Jackson—Associate Pastor for Music and Media
Mr. Daulton Peters—Children/Y outh Ministry Director
Mrs. Claire Vance—Pianist/Accompanist
Ms. Patty Wilson—Administrative Assistant
Mr. Ken Hahn—Facilities Custodian

“Moorings” is a monthly publication for the members
of Anchor Baptist Church to inform and encourage all who
follow and support this ministry for Christ Jesus.
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