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In “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas,” Charlie 

Brown asks a vitally 
important question. He 
cries out, “Isn’t there 

anyone who knows what 
Christmas is all about?” 
Linus, his understated 

little brother, responds. 
“Sure, Charlie Brown, I 
can tell you what 

Christmas is all about.” 
After stepping to the 
center of the stage and 

asking for, “Lights, 
please.” Linus cuts 
through the 
commercialism and 

secularism that has co-
opted Christmas. From 
Luke 2, he offers the 

authentic answer:  
 

And there were in the 
same country shepherds, 
abiding in the field, 

keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And lo, 

the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and 

the Glory of the Lord 
shone round about 
them: and they were 

sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, 

‘Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you tidings of 

great joy which will be 
to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in 

the City of David a 

Savior who is Christ the 
Lord. And this will be a 

sign unto you; You 
shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a 

manger.’ And suddenly 
there was with the 
angel a multitude of the 

heavenly hosts praising 
God, and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth, 

peace and goodwill to 
men.  
 

 Linus picks up his 
blanket, walks back to 

his brother and says, 
“That’s what Christmas 
is all about Charlie 

Brown.” 
 Linus knew the 
timeless truth that so 

many have missed. God 
becoming man in the 
Incarnation of Jesus is 

the true meaning of 
Christmas. God the 
Father spared no 

expense in giving to 
humankind an 
incomparable gift. How 
do we respond to that? 

We celebrate the season 
by exchanging gifts 
with one another. 

This is a wonderful 
tradition, but to this 
tradition we have added 

another here at Anchor. 
While we know we 

cannot outgive God, we 
believe that our Christ 
should be the first to 

receive our gifts during 
this sacred season. 
 During December, we 

will be receiving the 
First Gift Of Christmas 

offering. These gifts will 

be utilized in two ways. 
We will add needed 
funds to our General 

Fund, and we will utilize 
any additional funds to 
pay down our 1.4 million 

dollar mortgage. By 
freeing ourselves of this 
burden, we will be set 

free to support missions 
and ministries at an 
expanded rate. Will you 

prayerfully consider 
giving your sacrificial 
First Gift Of Christmas  
sometime during the four 
Sundays of Advent 

leading to Christmas? 
Offering envelopes and 
the wooden chest will be 

available in the foyer. 
 May the Lord bless us 
one and all as we 
celebrate the timeless 

truth that Jesus, the 
incomparable gift, is the 
true meaning of 

Christmas. 

By Carl Peters 
Senior Pastor 

 A Timeless Truth – an Incomparable Gift 
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Church Family Information—December 

Birthdays: 
1 James Berry 
 Shirley Durbin 
 Paula Williams 
3 Linda Ledford 
6 Don Kelley 
7 Norma Brown 
10 Lesa Denniston 
13 Debbie Edwards 
18 Bart Akers 
19 Chuck Whitlow 
21 Bettye Neal 
 Dee Dee Ritchie 
22 Tayanita Hill-Childers 

23 Taylor York 
 Zachary York 
25 Colton McCrady 
26 Richard Raspenti 
27 Sue Royse 
28 Marsha Wells 
29 Jennifer  Quillen 
31 Amara Landolt 
 
Anniversaries: 
11 Jeremiah & Jasmine Noel 
 

Frankie May 
November 26, 2023 

 

Advent and Christmas 
at Anchor 

December 10—11 a.m. 
The Waymakers 

 
 

December 17—11 a.m. 
Sanctuary Choir Musical 

“The Gift” (with Orchestra) 
 
 

December 24—5 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight  

Communion Service 

Poinsettias are available to purchase in 
memory or honor of your loved ones. 

$20 each (20 available) 
Order forms may be found at the           

Welcome Desk 
 

15 remain available 

Anchor Baptist Church 
 

First Gift at Christmas Offering 
 
 
 
 

Offering envelopes are available at the 
Treasure Chest. You can leave your  
offering in the chest ,place it in the    

offering plate or mail in your offering 
and notate Christmas Gift                    

on your check  

We bid farewell and extend our 
gratitude and congratulations to 
Ken Hahn who is retiring as 
our facilities custodian. Ken 
has been with Anchor Baptist 
since January 1, 2016. 
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WMU News– Missions 

Christmas is coming! 
Time for celebrating 
Christ and giving to the 
Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering in support of His 
work internationally, a 
work in which Anchor 
Baptist has been blessed 
with exciting 
opportunities! 
 

Lottie Moon was born in 

Virginia on December 12, 
1840. She was named 
Charlotte Digges 
Moon, but everyone 
called her “Lottie. She 
grew to be a cultured and 
educated woman. In 1873, 
she obeyed God’s call to 
go to China to share the 
gospel. 
 Lottie spent most of 
her years in Tengchow 
and P’ingtu, China. She 
wore Chinese clothes and 
lived like the Chinese 
people. The Chinese 
people respected Lottie as 
she labored tirelessly so 
the people with whom she 
worked could know Jesus. 
“She saw firsthand the 
world’s greatest 
Problem—LOSTNESS”. 
God used her work to 
bring many Chinese to 
Christ. 

 Lottie loved the 
Chinese people. She often 
made personal sacrifices to 
help the Chinese. When 
there was not enough food 
for the people, Lottie gave 
away her food. Lottie 
(1887) stated, “Why 
should we not…do 
something that will prove 
that we are really in earnest 
in claiming to be followers 
of Him who, though He 
was rich, for our sake 
became poor”. She ate so 
little that she suffered from 
malnutrition. She became 
very sick. A missionary 
nurse was bringing her 
home to the United States 
to see a doctor when Lottie 
died on board a ship in the 
harbor at Kobe, Japan. 
She died on December 24, 
1912. She was 72 years 
old. 
 While she lived in 
China, Lottie wrote letters 
to the Foreign Mission 
Board (now called the 
International Mission 
Board/IMB). She wrote to 
Baptist women asking for 
more missionaries. 
She asked for more money 
to continue and grow 
mission work among the 
Chinese. Because she was 
so determined, beginning 
in 1888, the Woman’s 

Missionary Union began 
collecting an annual 
Christmas Offering to 
give to the Foreign 
Mission Board to support 
missionaries among 
unreached populations 
around the world. 
  In 1919, at Annie 
Armstrong’s suggestion, 
the offering was named 
for Lottie Moon. Today it 
is called the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for 
International Missions. 
This year’s 2023 Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering  
theme is “Reaching the 
Nations Together” – 
“100% of your gifts to the 
Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering enable gospel 
transformation among the 
unreached.” Our prayers 
and support assist in 
transforming lives for 
Christ. May we pray and 
may we give. The national 
goal for 2023 is $200 
million; Anchor’s goal is 
$3,000. Let’s work 
together and exceed this 
goal! 
 
*Adapted from the SBC 
IMB &amp; WMU 
websites (2015-2023) 

by Ida Slusher on 
behalf of           

WMU Missions 

Ida with families—food distribution 
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Dr. Carl Peters—Senior Pastor 

Rev. Phil Jackson—Associate Pastor for Music and Media 
Mr. Daulton Peters—Children/Youth Ministry Director 

Mrs. Claire Vance—Pianist/Accompanist 
Ms. Patty Wilson—Administrative Assistant 

Mr. Doug Carter, Mr. Caleb Landolt—Facility Custodians  
 

 
 “Moorings” is a monthly publication for the members       
of Anchor Baptist Church to inform and encourage all who 
follow and support this ministry for Christ Jesus. 

3601 Winthrop Drive 

Lexington KY 40514 

859-296-1214 

Church Budget Planning and Preparation 
 

The Finance Committee has developed and will present the proposed 2024 Budget for adoption on December 13 
at our regular scheduled business meeting. Church members will receive a copy of the budget by email one week 
prior to the meeting for review. 
 
The committee works diligently to develop a data-driven budget, that is very much faith-based. A quick summary 
of duties assigned to the Finance Committee in the Anchor Baptist Church Organizational Policies includes: 
A. Meet regularly, keep informed of church finances and budget. 
B. Provide monthly financial reports. 
C. Seek budget requests from all committees, program leaders in September. 
D. Prepare proposed budget, present to church in December. 
E. Negotiate loans. 
 
The ABC Bylaws states: The church treasurer and assistant treasurer shall serve as custodians of all moneys of 
the church and have general oversight of the collection and disbursement of funds. The Treasurer, Earl Broome 
and Assistant Treasurer, Kathy Day, serve on the Finance Committee. 
 
To develop the yearly budget, the Finance Committee: 
A. Sends requests to committee chairs for their estimate of money needed to fund their planned activities. (This        
 year, we had an 83% response with most returned by the requested date.) 
B. Looks at last year’s data from all monthly reports provided by our bookkeeper, Steve Moore, to determine how     
 closely expenditures are to the current budgeted amounts. 
C. Compares last year’s data to this year’s to determine how contributions and expenses are moving, whether  
 increasing or decreasing. 
D. Considers the demographics of our congregation. 
E. Considers the age and condition of our buildings and the possible/probable need for repairs and replacements. 
 
With these considerations, we try to determine if contributions will support the budget requests in full. Occasion-
ally, we are forced to make cuts, however, we try to include a contingency fund to cover unexpected expenses. 
We want the church never to become insolvent. Thus, the large figure on the second line of the Treasurer’s Re-
port, $1.4 million, looms heavy over our budget preparations. We take seriously the need to apply any available 
funds to paying down this debt. The Finance Committee members are in constant communication, working to-
gether to keep our finances in check. As Chair, I am so thankful and blessed to have each one of them on the 
committee. As always, we are available anytime to answer questions or address concerns. 
 

 
 

Kathy Day, Chairperson 
Earl Broome, Treasurer 
Iva Dean Boyatt 
Sandy Fite 
Kaye Floyd 
Bob Hayes 
Janelle Ragland 

Remember, If a purchase 
is needed on behalf of the 
church, complete a     
Purchase Request form to 
the Treasurer (purchases 
over $100).  


