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Christians Living in Exile

ID¥o you realize that we
are running a race?
Hebrews 12:1 says,
“Therefore, since
we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight,
and sin which clings so
closely, and let us
run with endurance the
race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus...” This
passage provides us
with our ministry
theme for 2024. There
are several important
points to consider.
Hebrews 11 tells us
who the great cloud of
witnesses includes. It
contains a Biblical
who’s who of heroes:
Abel, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Sarah, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, Rahab,
Gideon, Samuel, David

and more. Of interest
here is the word
“witnesses.” In Greek it
is martyron and can be
translated “martyr.”
Verses 35-39

lay out the kinds of
persecution, suffering
and death some of them
experienced for their
commitment to God.
While I don’t believe
they are watching us
from heaven, their
faithfulness serves as
an example for us. A
few years ago I visited
the Pro Football Hall of
Fame. The greatest
players of all time were
represented there by
memorabilia, pictures,
displays, and even a
room with busts of each
of the players’ head.
Those players were not
there watching us, but
the reminders of them
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certainly served to
inspire.

In the first quarter of
2024, our Wednesday
Bible study will focus on
the challenges we face
these days living as
faithful “witnesses.” Our
study is entitled,
“Christians Living in
Exile.” Our corrupt
culture is becoming more
and more secular and
openly hostile to Christ
and those who follow
Him. How do we
respond to that? There
are lessons to be learned
from those Biblical
martyrs, and from the
Children of Israel who
were exiled and lived
under hostile regimes. |
hope you will join us
each Wednesday as we
draw strength for the
facing of these days.




Page 2

January 2024

Church Family Information—January

Birthdays:

2 Connie Harvey 22 Gene Jones

3 Andy Hiatt 23 Kim Falkenburg

4 Jonathon Boyatt 27 Louise Hopkins
Joseph Boyatt 28 Ann Hartley

5 Billye Cook 29 Renee’ Peters

6  Doug Carter
Tracy Curtsinger Anniversaries:

8  Michelle Glucksman 2 Daniel & Chrystal Kalos
Evelyn Sizemore 3 Gary & Jane Bradley

10 Janice Davis
12 Michael Bishop
17 Carl Frazier
21 Dell Caudill

Please contact the church office if
your Birthday or Anniversary has
been missed. We would like to
acknowledge all of our members’
special occasions!

“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your
awn understanding; in all your
ways submit to him, and he
will make your paths'straight.”

Proverbs 3:5-6

2023 HIGHLIGHTS

April, 2023

Prayer before departing
For Israel
March, 2023

Dr. Carl Peters
10th Anniversary Celebration
October, 2023

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday Cantata
At Highgrove VBS 2023

2023 Fall Festival

2023 Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
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Diseover the Joy of Missions

WMU News- Missions

XX earing first-hand
reports from foreign
missionaries is always a
blessing and an eye-
opener about some of
the ways our Lottie
Moon offerings are
being used. January 21,
2024, the WMU guest
speakers will be Amy
and Dake, who serve in
Central Asia. They have
served in that area for
fifteen years. Though
they did speak this past
fall at a Wednesday
night prayer meeting,
there is more to be told.
The following is a little
background on these
folks.

One grew up in
Central Kentucky and
the other in far
Western Kentucky.
Both were raised in a
Southern Baptist
Church and participated
in the various children’s
and youth programs in
their church. This also
included summer youth
mission trips. They met
at the Baptist Student
Center at Murray State
University in Murray,
Kentucky and were

summer missionaries.
One of them served in a
Northern State and the
other in a Southern State.
When they got married,
missions continued to be
on their hearts but
making a living, working
on advanced degrees,
starting a family and
serving in their church
were happening. STILL,
the mission field was on
their hearts.

One summer while
Dake served as a
Counselor at Centrifuge,
during a worship service,
he felt God calling him
to the foreign mission
field. Meanwhile, Amy
was receiving a strong
call from God about
serving in foreign
missions. A few days
after Dake returned from
camp, Amy asked him if
he still thought about
serving on the mission
field. His response was
YES and proceeded to
tell of his camp
experience. They then
prayerfully began their
adventure to serve. After
their weeks of IMB
preparation, they and
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their six year old
daughter went as
Journeymen to
Southeast Asia.
Upon returning home

after two years, Dake by Sherry Browne
pursued his Masters on behalf of
WMU Missions

degree from Southern
Seminary and
Amy worked on some
Masters courses all
while both taught in a
public high school.
Their second
daughter was born
during this time. Once
Dake finished
Seminary, they were
ready to be
commissioned
as full time servants to
the foreign mission
field. All are invited to
hear more about their
work.

“After this I looked, and
behold, a great
multitude that no one
could number, from
every nation, from all
tribes and nations and
peoples and languages,
standing before the
throne and before the
lamb...”

Revelation 7:9

Irishtown Winter Outreach Program

During the month of January, the WMU will be collecting winter
items for the Irishtown Winter Outreach Program. ltems include:
socks, gloves, hats, coats, scarfs and blankets. New or gently
used donations may be place in a box labeled for Irishtown that
will be in the church foyer. Their Winter Outreach Program be-
gins the first of February. Thank you so much.
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Prayer, Assoc. Pastor Search and Outreach Among Top Priorities for 2024

MPriorities are
prophetic! What is most
important to us usually
receives attention,
energy and action. As
we move into the new
year there are two issues
that rise to the top.

At the last monthly
business meeting, our
Prayer Committee was
given a charge. They
were asked to engage
our congregation in
prayer as we begin to
search for an Associate
Pastor for Family and
Young Adults.

This prayer plan will
include two main
components. First, we
are asking each of you
to find a prayer partner
by the end of January.
This can be an Anchor
friend, a spouse, or
family member. We are
requesting that each
prayer partner duo will
pray together at least
once a week for our
associate pastor search.

Second, a series of
cottage prayer meetings
is being scheduled. We

will meet in various
homes once a week
through February and
into March. Attending
at least one of these
meetings is the goal
for each Anchorite.
We will publish the
schedule and locations
once they are set. If
you would be
interested in hosting a
prayer meeting, please
email Karen Susco at:
Karen.Susco@kyeye.com
Outreach is also a
major priority for us in
2024. To that end, we
introduced The Hope
Initiative. Our first
group went through the
program late last year.
This process includes a
small book that guides
each participant
through 30 days of
prayer and taking part
in various outreach
efforts. From writing
personal letters to
making phone calls, to
even making visits,
this wonderful
approach is already
yielding results. We

are assembling our
second group for
February. If you are
interested, please talk to
Pastor Carl or Pastor
Jerome. We will be
meeting on Sunday
evening, February 4 at 5
p.m. in the library.

Now that 2024 has
arrived, another year of
opportunity is before us.
As the Body of Christ
called Anchor, we have
a unique role to play in
building the Kingdom of
God. Worship is a top
priority for us, because it
is a priority for God. In
fact, John 4 tells us that
God is seeking
worshipers. We also
prioritize the study of
God’s Word. That’s why
we have small groups
dedicated to that sacred
task. Now, we are asking
everyone to make prayer
and outreach a priority
as well. Prayer is such a
privilege. And, outreach
is not an option if we
want to thrive. These are
our priorities for this
exciting new year.

Prayer
Partners

PRAY
239

Your Invitation to Become a
Great Commission Christian

THOM s, RAINER

The Hope Initia-
tive utilizes Pray
& Go for our 30
Day Outreach
Emphasis
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