Moorings =

Volume 24

A monthly publication of ANCHOR ¢ BAPTIST CHURCH, Lexington, Kentucky Issue 3

By Carl Peters
Senior Pastor

Trends Aren’t Always Truth - Forward in Faith

©Over the past few years,
we have all learned that
polls and surveys do not
always reflect the truth.
However, a recent Burge
Report concerning the
membership and
participation levels in
Southern Baptist Churches
revealed some reliable
results that are a cause for
concern.

Here are some key
points from this report:
SBC overall membership
peaked in 2006 at just over
16 million. Today we have
13 million which is where
we stood in 1978. The rate
of decline convention-
wide has increased, and
exponentially so in the
past three years.
Attendance has declined
almost 40 percent from 6.2
million each Sunday in
2009 to about 3.8 million
today. Baptisms peaked in
1972, but have declined by
60 percent. We baptized
445 thousand in 1972
compared to 180 thousand
in 2022.

What accounts for
these drastic declines?
According to Ryan Burge,
“fights, factions,
scandals,” and a funding
approach that does not
incorporate current trends

in giving, are at the top of
the list. It was also noted
that “cultural

Christians,” have checked
out of the church in favor
of other activities and
options. Finally, our
reliance on growth from
within has backfired as
family sizes diminish.

With all of this in
mind, what does the
future look like for us?
Rainer and Burge said,
“The SBC is like a slowly
deflating balloon.” They
don’t believe we will
ever recover from our
current trajectory.

Their conclusion is
very upsetting and leads
me to react with the
following thoughts: First,
trends are not truth. They
can be reversed. What we
need is not to surrender
and capitulate but to
sacrifice and commit.
Jesus said, “I will build
my church and the gates
of hell will not prevail
against it.” He said it and
I believe it! Jesus also
commissioned us to go
and make disciples. This
is how He builds the
church! To the extent we
are obedient to Jesus, this
trend can be reversed!

Second, we have declined
as the SBC and as churches
because we have retreated
rather than going forward in
faith. We have not
expanded ministries but
consolidated and down
sized. Healthy cells divide
and grow. This is true of the
Church as well. We need
more Sunday School (small
groups), not fewer. We
need to offer quality
ministry for all ages, not
less. Finally, we must
consider how welcoming
we are to those we seek to
reach. What kind of
welcome do we extend to
our guests? Is our desire to
be served or to serve? Are
our preferences more
important than new

people who might come?
And, are we praying about
all of these matters?

My hope is that we
will see these current
trends as a wake-up call
and not inevitable truth.
We must be open to what
the Spirit calls us to do.
Thousands of churches
close each year because
they ignore the leaking
balloon. I pray that
Anchor will move
forward in faith.
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Church Family Information—May

Birthdays:

4 Nelson Hager 27 Lynne Johnson

5 Mary Cook 28 Madelyn Quillen

7  Gary Shaw Kenneth Wells

10 Damien Hart 29 Fern Powers

12 Rachel Henkle

14 Karen Susco Anniversaries:

17 Bethany Ross 17 Greg & Karen Ruber

19 Jeanie Covington 20 Bryan & Lois Bishop
Wes Sargent 22 Gary & Marty Shaw

21 Stephen Hatfield 23 Don & Madonna Burton
22 Connie Wooten |

26 Jeff Roberts \
Please contact the church office if

your Birthday or Anniversary has
been missed. We would like to
acknowledge all of our members’
special occasions!

Submitted by Senior Life

Committee:

Jane Bradley, Chairperson,

Bryan & Lois Bishop,

Gary Bradley,

Connie Wooten
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Senior Adult News

©On behalf of your Senior
Adults Committee, thank
you to all of you who
attended our “Showers of
Blessing” Potluck Dinner
last Friday, April 26, in
Fellowship Hall. There
certainly were “showers”
of happy folks who
attended (about 60 in
number!), as well as
“showers” of delicious
food shared!

Besides having plenty
of time to eat and enjoy
the fellowship with each
other, we were blessed
with the highlight of the
evening: our program of
musical entertainment,
provided by the debut
performance of Anchor’s
Sing with the Spirit vocal
ensemble. These young
ladies entertained us with

a selection of beautiful,
uplifting songs.

Special appreciation
also goes to Sandy Fite,
Janie Powell, and Sara
Sutton for helping us to
set up the dinner
beforehand. Great job
done by Connie Wooten
in her planning and
decorating so beautifully;
as well as to Patty Wilson
in assisting in creating our
potluck theme banner!

In looking ahead:

May 19 -Reminder to all
who are attending the
Woodford Theatre’s
musical performance of
“Grease” at 2:00 PM that
Sunday. --to get your
reserved tickets ready! It
promises to be an
enjoyable afternoon.

(Also—looking ahead to
December---their
performance will be
“The Lion

Witch and the
Wardrobe”. More
information and ticket
purchasing will be
coming from us in
August.)

June 21- (6-9 PM) Be
sure mark on your
calendars- Church-wide
Games Night.

Please see pictures of
the Senior Potluck on
the back page.
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Discover the Joy of Missions

WMU News- Missions

©On Sunday, May 5,
2024, the WMU will
meet at 2:30 pm in the
ARC. The guest
speakers will be Shane
Ensminger and Deana
Lynn. Shane will be
speaking about
Situational Awareness
and she will speak
about Human
Trafficking.

Mr. Ensminger is
Senior Vice President,
Director of Financial
Intelligence &amp;
Security Unit at Central
Bank & Trust Co. Prior
to joining Central Bank,
Shane served 22 years
with the Lexington
Division of Police. In
his tenure at LPD he
served numerous
assignments to
include Detective and
Sergeant of the
Narcotics Enforcement
Unit, Intelligence and
Organized Crime Unit,
FBI Criminal Enterprise
Task Force, FBI Joint
Terrorism Task Force,
DEA Task Force, US
Marshall’s Fugitive
Task Force and served
as the Assistant

Commander of the
Emergency Response
Unit (SWAT). Shane
has been in banking for
eight years. He
completed the Graduate
School of Banking in
Colorado and has a
Bachelor’s degree in
Criminal Justice.

After ten years of
working in the
commercial sex industry,
Deanna sought healing
from a local residential
program for exploited
and trafficked women.
Since graduating from
the Refuge for Women
in 2012, she has earned a
Master’s Degree from
Asbury Theological
Seminary and authored
two books detailing each
piece of the journey. The
names of the books are:
Purchased and
Integrated. Deanna is
now Executive Director
at the Refuge for
Women, a nationwide
non-profit that seeks to
empower sexually
exploited women to live
a life of freedom through
faith-based, residential
healing programs. Their

vision is for every
woman who is sexually
exploited to have the
hope, support, and tools
needed to pursue her
dreams and live a life of
freedom. In addition to
her role at Refuge for
Women, she is a global
consultant and speaker
on anti-trafficking and
anti-exploitation, a
leader in Bible Study
Fellowship, and
weekend staff in her
church’s nursery,
specifically the 2-3 year
old class. Deanna loves
learning and will likely
be a student for life. In
daily life, she and her
husband, Matt, spoil
their twin girls and their
dog Buddy who looks
like a real life giant
moppet.

It is always helpful
to learn new ways to be
safe in the various
situations in which we
find ourselves. The
WMU welcomes
anyone who would like
to attend.
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by Sherry Browne
on behalf of
WMU Missions
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“Moorings” is a monthly publication for the members
of Anchor Baptist Church to inform and encourage all who
follow and support this ministry for Christ Jesus.
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